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black-jack and Spanish oaks of tlie original growth forming a lower

Story beneath the pines.

The Mountain forest region has a topography that is broken and

rugged, most of its area lying within the Appalachian plateau, the

eastern boundary of which is the Blue Ridge. The valleys are

generally narrow, circumscribed, and largely under cultivation.

Most of the forest lands lie on the mountain slopes, where up to the

present, but little land has been cleared for cultivation. The forests

are largely of hardwoods; red, chestnut and white oaks, yellow poplar

and chestnut all of which on the louver mountain slopes reach the

largest size that these trees attain in the United States, and with these,

particularly on the north slopes and at higher elevations, are lindens

(the northern basswood or whitewood,) birches, hard and soft maples,

beech, ash and wild cherr3^ On cold north slopes there are forests of

hemlock, and on many of the mountains above an elevation of 4,000

feet compact forests of spruce and fir are found. On the lower hills of

the river basins, and especially on those lying near the Blue Ridge,

white pine is found which is now being utilized for shingles and
building material and more largely for box boards. No j^ellow pine

occurs on the mountains although, south of the French Broad river,

it grows along the river hills and is used to a considerable extent for

lumber and in construction.

The richness of the sylva of North Carolina, almost unequalled

in the variety of hardwoods and conifers by that of any other region

in temperate climates having an equal area, is unapproached by that

of any other State or Territory. The great variety of soils and

climate has brought together trees from all parts of eastern America

so that 24 kinds of oaks are to be found in the State, which is three

more than occur in any state to the north of this one, and two more

than are to be found in any state to the south of this one; of the

nine kinds of hickories known to occur in the United States, eight

are to be found in North Carolina; here are all six maples of the

eastern United States, all the lindens, all six of the American mag-

nolias, three of the birches, eight pines out of eleven, both species of

hemlock and balsam-fir, three elms out of five, six arborescent species

of plumb and cherry and three of pyrus (apple).

In the eastern, and particularly in the southeastern part of the

State, at the mouth of the Cape Fear river, the warm air, seldom

below freezing, enables numerous trees which extend farther south,

to Florida, Texas and even Mexico, to here make their northern

limits, or to extend but little farther to the northward. This is the

case with the palmetto, prickly ash, American olive (devil wood).


